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CHURCH SERVICES 
This is our regular pattern of worship each month. Please 
look at noticeboards, online and elsewhere in this magazine 
for special services e.g. Christmas, Easter etc.
1st Sunday of the month  

8am St Paul’s BCP* Holy 
Communion

9:30 St Paul’s Worship
11am Holy Trinity Worship
11am St Mary’s Worship 

2nd Sunday of the month  
8am St Mary’s BCP* Holy 

Communion 
9:30 St Paul's Worship 
11am Holy Trinity Holy Communion 
11am St Mary's All-age Worship 

3rd Sunday of the month 
9:30 St Paul’s Holy Communion 
11am Holy Trinity BCP* Morning Worship
11am St Mary’s Holy Communion
3pm St Paul’s Hall Cake & Prayers 

(sometimes with Holy Communion)
*These are services using the Book of Common Prayer
4th Sunday 10.30am Benefice Holy Communion 

January, April, July, October at Holy Trinity  
February, May, August, November at St Mary’s 

March, June, September, December at St Paul’s  

5th Sunday Benefice Service at 10am “Let’s Worship”
usually in Shurdington Church of England Primary School



SHURDINGTON CHURCH HALL
School Lane, Shurdington

Lettings for groups and private functions.
Rates £25 large room, £20 small room per session 

Further details from Mrs Julie Miller 
Tel. 01242 701127 (no later than 8pm please)

WITCOMBE & BENTHAM VILLAGE HALL
Enquiries should be made to the Custodian

07518 137635
witcombevillagehall@gmail.com
www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk

BADGEWORTH VILLAGE HALL
Our lovely old school hall is an excellent venue for 
meetings, rehearsals, receptions and small parties, 

seating a maximum of 50 people.
Reception hall, main hall, fully fitted kitchen with 

crockery and cutlery for 50.
Car park oposite the hall for hall users.

Hire charge £25 per session 
(8am-1pm, 1-6pm, 6-11pm).

For enquiries and bookings, please email 
badgeworthvillagehall@gmail.com 

or call 07895 764947. 
Badgeworth Village Hall Management Committee

SHURDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Community Centre consists of two spacious halls, 
a room which Links both, and a grassed open space.
Events may be booked by following the ‘Bookings’ link 

on our website : shurdingtoncomcentre.net
Email: bookings@shurdingtoncomcentre.net

Tel: 07483 303190

http://www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:bookings@shurdingtoncomcentre.net


1

CONTENTS MAY
page page

Contributors please note: material for the
June 2024 issue to

John Cummins at editor3in1@gmail.com
 by Wednesday 15th  May

Pastoral Letter 2
Special church services 3
Useful Phone Numbers 7
Shurdington Organisations 8
Badgeworth Organisations 9
Witcombe & Bentham
Organisations 9
Greenway gifts 11

Gardening Society 12
Books and Banter 14
Coffee and Chat 15
The Messenger 16
Mothers’ Union 21
Coffee Morning 25

Jesus washing St Peter’s feet by Burne-Jones



2

Pastoral
Letter

 Robert writes
May 2024

Pastoral

My dear friends

As I looked back at my computer files for the last time, I wrote a Parish
Letter for the month of May I noted that it was in 2021. In that letter, I
wrote about the death of HRH Duke of Edinburgh and the post Covid
road map to normality.

How much has changed and happened since then!

For most of us the gradual emergence from the wettest winter on record
and, hopefully, into a drier, warmer Spring is a huge relief and a sense
of hope that the worst is behind us.

The season of Easter was early this year, arguably as early as it can be in
the calendar year which, to me, heightened the sense of anticipation of
better times to come against the backdrop of Winter. Even though much
better weather was yet to arrive, the scattering of drier sunnier days
amid the wet indicated improvement.

As I start to cut grass, I note the underlying soil is still very wet, too wet
to do a harsh cut without ripping up the roots so “topping off” is the or-
der of the day to start with. Though Easter may have been early, the
growing season is late in starting. I have no doubt it will be busy times
ahead as nature catches up quickly and enthusiastically.

Such is life in the world of gardening and farming, yet those of us not
directly involved in either can also get a sense of things getting better.
Longer hours of daylight, warmer temperatures, a more cheerful daily
greeting between friends and neighbours, the sound of birdsong in the
mornings as the annual mating, territorial marking and nest building be-
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gins. Such things lift our spirits far more than we might easily recog-
nise.

Going from gloom and sadness to acceptance and new beginnings is
never instantaneous. It takes time, and may be a little internal effort, to
process the events of the past and move more hopefully to a new and
different future. Even the significance great events of Easter took time
to sink into those most closely linked with them. The famous story of
Doubting Thomas is indicative of this as are the other post-resurrection,
pre-Ascension stories.

As Springtime proceeds towards Summer, bringing with it the first signs
of new beginnings, So Easter heralds new beginnings for all people of
the Christian faith, no matter how long their active Christian life may
have been.

Blessings to you all.

Robert Poole

Reader.

Special Church Services - May & June
2024

May and June follow our usual pattern of services – see de-
tails on the inside back cover, with one additional service for
Ascension Day – see below, and our usual 5th Sunday
service in school on 30th June (see separate advert in this
magazine).

Thursday prayers:
On the first Thursday of each month, we usually meet in per-
son, at school at 8:30am and then in St Paul’s church at
9am.

Special church services
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Thurs 2nd May School prayers 8:30am will be at Shurding-
ton School, then Morning Prayer will be at 9am at St Paul’s.

Thurs 9th May is Ascension Day. As this is a special day in
the church calendar, we will celebrate with a service of Holy
Communion in St Paul’s Church at 9am. There is also an
evening Holy Communion service at St Bartholomew’s in
Churchdown at 7pm.

Thurs 6th June School prayers 8:30am will be at Shurding-
ton School, then Morning Prayer will be at 9am at St Paul’s.

Usually, on other Thursdays in the month (2nd, 3rd, 4th & 5th),
apart from on Ascension Day, morning prayer is online at
9am on zoom. Please email
greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com for the link to the meet-
ings. All are welcome.

NOTICE OF ANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGS 2024:

Holy Trinity Badgeworth’s meeting took place on 21st April.
St Mary’s Witcombe with Bentham is at 7pm on Weds 1st

May in church and St Paul’s Shurdington is immediately
after the 9:30am service on Sun 12th May, in the church
hall.
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‘Big Breakfast’ at the
Village Hall

On Saturday 13th April the Village Hall echoed to the
sound of hungry people devouring their Big Breakfasts!
The Hall opened at 9am and we soon had a steady flow
of customers. At £5 a head (£3 for children) it was good
value for egg, bacon, sausage, tomatoes, beans, toast,
tea/coffee and juice as well as convivial company. It
was good to see old friends and also some new  faces.

It was a successful morning and, with the raffle, we
raised over £300 for church and community. If you
know of any charity or group in Witcombe and Bentham
that would benefit from financial support please let a
WSF member know (details in the 3in1 magazine) and
we will do our best to help.

The next WSF event is “Wheels on the Green”, a great
family occasion to be held on Witcombe village green
(opposite the Twelve Bells) from 12 noon until 4pm on
Saturday 15th June. There will be a large collection of
interesting cars and motorcycles, BBQ, raffle and teas.
This has aways proved an enjoyable day for all your
family - come along and join in!

Geoff Pilgrim-Morris
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Are you interested in learning more
about being a Christian?

We’d love to invite you to a series of
conversations, with refreshments. In a casual
friendly environment, you can ask those
awkward questions, or the questions you think
you should know the answers to but don’t! We
want to share the basic understanding of our
faith and talk about what we believe and why.
There is no such thing as a stupid question – we
want to make it as easy as possible for you to
explore Christianity and there is no
commitment to attend church as a result of the
conversations.
If you might be interested, please contact
Susan, the vicar, either by email
revsusancooke@gmail.com or by telephone
01242 321806. There is no obligation in
expressing interest.
Susan will set up conversations in small groups
according to the responses she receives, or she
can set up one to one conversations.
We can also run a more formal course if people
are interested.
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Useful Phone

*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.

Useful Phone Numbers:
Furniture Recycling Warehouse 01 452 331 333
Removal of Bulky Waste 01 684 29501 0
Glos Highways 0800 0 51 4 51 4
Faulty Streetlights 0800 0 51 4 51 4
Police (non-emergency) 1 01
1 01 is 1 5p, the local call number is 01 452 726920
Fire/Police/Ambulance 999
(emergency only)
NHS ‘Out of Hours’ 08454 220220
NHS Help line 111
Adult social services and
District nurses 01 452 328224
Samaritans 11 61 23
Citizens Advice 01 452 527202
Children’s social services 01 452 32821 3
CARE direct 0800 444000
Electricity Power Loss 0800 328 1111
Water Services & 0800 783 4444
Emergencies
Gas Emergency 0800 111 999
Emmaus* 01 452 41 3095
*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.

Julian Meeting
Meeting in silence with God

Please do join us for 30 minutes of silent prayer
followed by a cup of tea together.

Time: 2:30pm Wednesday May 22nd 2024
Place: 52 Lambert Avenue, Shurdington. GL51 4ST

Ian & Wendy Davies (01242 861293)
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Shurdington

Churchwardens Mrs Clare Stewart (01 242) 862598
Mr Andrew Spence (01 242) 8621 01

PCC Secretary Mrs Lisa Pearson (01 242) 862538
 Mrs Anita Jackson
PCC Treasurer Mr Mark King (01 242) 862505
Gift Aid Officer Mrs Cheryl Gobey
Sacristan Mr Andrew Spence (01 242) 8621 01
Church Flowers Mrs Helen King (01 242) 862505
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lisa Pearson (01 242) 862538
Mothers’ Union Mrs Janet Holmes      (01242) 862989
Church Hall Lettings Mrs Julie Miller (01 242) 7011 27
Verger Mr Michael Cass (01 242) 8611 39
Parish Council Clerk John Kay               07841204404
Shurdington Pre School Kelly Clifford 0786781 3627
Gardening Society Mr. G. Woodruffe 07792269353
Scout Group  Mrs Louise Slee

15thcheltenhamscoutgroup@gmail.com
Shurdington Sports Club Mr J Barnfield (01 242) 862826
Friendship Club Mrs Maureen West (01 242) 863991
Children’s Society Mrs Helen King (01 242) 862505

In time of illness if you would like a visit and / or to be
remembered in prayer please contact Clare Stewart (01 242)
862598, Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509.

Three in One Magazine
Editor John Cummins

(01 242) 86251 8
e-mail address: editor3in1 @gmail.com

Business Manager Ian Davies tel (01 242) 861 293
email: iandavies@pobox.com

Shurdington church and
village organisations
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Churchwardens Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
Mrs Lynne Cooper (01 452) 864523

PCC Secretary Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
PCC Treasurer/Gift Aid Officer Mr Jon Frewin (01 452) 862583
Verger Mrs Jane Bell (01 452) 862558
Captain of Bells
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lynne Cooper (01 452) 864523
Magazine Coordinator Mrs Sue Padfield (01 452) 862509
Village Hall Enquiries Custodian                                       0751 81 37635
Witcombe Social Fundraisers Mrs Christine Dyer (01 452) 862399
Witcombe Under 5s Kyla Hill thevictoria@btinternet.com

Churchwardens        Mr Roger Brown              (01242) 239179
   Mr Paul Stanfield         (01242) 463626
PCC Secretary Mrs Sally O'Hare             07887422010
PCC Treasurer Mrs Hazel Cotton            (01452) 857180
Gift Aid Officer Mr Roger Brown (01 242) 2391 79
Sacristan Mrs Sue Avery (01 242) 520388
Verger Mrs Rachel Cottell (01 452) 71 5034
Captain of Bells Mr David Turner (01 452) 71 2302
Electoral Roll Officer Mr Roger Brown (01 242) 2391 79
Parish Council Clerk Mrs H.L. Jones 078400731 43
Village Hall Mrs Rachel Cottell (01 452) 71 5034
Friends of Church Mrs Beverly Pickering (01 452) 71 2907
Church Flowers Mrs Diana Brown (01 242) 2391 79

BadgeworthWitcombe & Bentham

Witcombe & Bentham
church and village

organisations

Badgeworth church and
Village organisations
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Do you need someone to talk to?

Would you like someone to listen to you?

Someone to pray with you or for you?

We have a small, dedicated team of people ready to listen.
We can also pray with you or for you, if you would like us to:

Clare Stewart on 01242 862598, Sue Padfield 01452 862509,
Mary Tombs 01452 713200, Chris Nation 01242 521280, Rob
Poole 01452 855660, Revd Ian Gobey  07817980173
Revd Susan Cooke 01242 321806

Why not give one of us a call if you’re struggling with life?
We’ve all been there and are pleased to lend a listening,
sympathetic ear.

It doesn’t matter if you’ve never been to a church, used to go, or
are never planning to go. Our support is for everyone.

All three churches are open every day for visits and private
prayer but if you’re not sure when your church is open, just ask!

You can call Clare, Sue or Paul to check the opening times or
arrange for the church to be opened for your private prayer:
Holy Trinity - Paul Stanfield 01242 512926
St Mary’s - Sue Padfield 01452 862509
St Paul’s - Clare Stewart on 01242 862598
Susan and the church teams.
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If you need some help with groceries, please come along to our non-re-
ferral food bank, every Monday, except Bank Holidays, between 9am
and 10am, at St Paul’s Church Hall. This for Shurdington, Witcombe,
Bentham and Badgeworth.

If you would like to support the Food Bank, you can offer long dated
items by leaving them in our churches, dropping in on a Monday morn-
ing, or you can donate directly to Shurdington Parochial Church Council
– see below. Thank you!

Greenway gifts
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Gardening Society

SHURDINGTON
&

BADGEWORTH
GARDENING

SOCIETY

Our next meeting is on Thursday 16th May at 7.30 in the Millennium Hall
on “The Salvia Family” with Robert Champion.    Please feel free to join
us.
Hopefully now the weather is better, although as I am writing this it is
raining again, which will mean we can get out and do some of the
gardening jobs.
A few garden maintenance jobs are: clearing weeds from ponds and
water features.  Put soft tops on all canes to prevent injury.  Apply wood
treatment as necessary.  Apply a nitrogen rich summer lawn feed to
encourage leafy growth, grass seed or new turf needs to be done by end
of the month.  Hoe bare soil and hand-weed beds so they do not have time
to establish and set seed.

A date for your diary is Saturday 15th June when it will be the June show.
Stay safe keep gardening

 Janette Willis (Secretary)
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Open Mondays at
Shurdington Community Centre

Century Hall from 11am – 4pm
Second and last Monday of the month.

Refreshments
No charge and all are welcome.

Newspapers, jigsaws, table tennis, charge your phone or
just have a chat.
Between 2pm and 4pm, there will be a family film show-
ing on our cinema system.
Play facilities for children and on the last Monday of the
month, an NHS run Baby Hub.

Supported by: Shurdington Parish Council, Tewkesbury
Warm Spaces

Community Fund, Gloucester Thriving Communities,
National Grid Community Matters

Gloucestershire Community Foundation

All welcome
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BOOKS AND BANTER
book club

We are a friendly bunch of book lovers,
meeting ten times a year in Beauty and the
Teacup in Shurdington at 6pm.
New members are always welcome.
Our May meeting is on Friday 10th

May
Dates for 2024
14th June 12th July No August meeting
13th Sept 11th Oct 8th Nov
13th Dec

If you’d like to join, please email
revsusancooke@gmail.com or ask Wendy in
Beauty and the Teacup or just turn up!
All welcome! Susan & Wendy.

Books and Banter
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Dates for 2024

COFFEE
AND

CHAT

Sat 4th May

10am-12noon
Badgeworth Village Hall

Coffee and home-made cakes, good com-
pany,
a raffle & the morning papers.

Please bring items for the Foodbank box.
A community event organized by Holy Trinity
Church

Coffee and Chat
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The Messenger

The Messenger                                                        May

Big Mission Weekend, with the
Archbishop of Canterbury
Over the May Bank Holiday, Friday 24
to Sunday 26 May, the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Most Revd Justin
Welby, will be coming to the Diocese
to join in with our mission and vision.
Friday 24 May
Archbishop Justin will start by having
breakfast with farmers in the North Cotswolds. They will have
some big conversations about issues affecting farmers, environ-
mental considerations and care for creation.
He’ll then meet children at two of our Gloucestershire schools,
answering their questions and joining in with singing and worship
on an environmental theme.
After lunch, he’ll visit a church where the community have set up
a thriving café and shop and get to know some of the team who
volunteer there, as well as being trained up to make a delicious
latte.
At 5pm, Archbishop Justin will be joining Evening Prayer at St
John Baptist Church in Cirencester. All are welcome to this serv-
ice.
Dinner will be at The Grace Network, which supports social enter-
prises that reinvest profits into their local communities. Guests
will have the chance to put their questions to the Archbishop and
find out more about how his faith has shaped the person he is
today.
Saturday 25 May
The day begins with a service of morning prayer and a Messy
Church session in Gloucester. The Archbishop will have a go at
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some crafts, singing and chatting with the children and families
who worship here.
He’ll set off on a prayer walk through Gloucester, stopping for an
ice cream on the way to chat to some local Christian business
owners and see how their faith plays out in their business. He will
be popping into a not-for-profit community café, before getting a
steam-punk angle on Gloucester’s Tall Ships Festival.
At 1pm to 3.30pm, the Archbishop will be involved in a communi-
ty fun day run by Sportily, full of lots of sports and activities, at
Longford Skate Park. Come along for a coffee and an ice cream
and practise your map-reading skills in our treasure hunt.
As a diocese, we believe that people deserve to live in homes
that are safe, stable, sustainable, social and satisfying. The Arch-
bishop will find out more about how the Diocese is locally sup-
porting better housing provision.
Young people in Cheltenham have invited the Archbishop to
come and join in their regular worship session and then he will
end the day with a meal with partners from across the diocese.
Bishop Rachel will interview Archbishop Justin and there will be a
question-and-answer session about Christian faith and mission.

Sunday 26 May
Archbishop Justin will travel to Tidenham in the Forest of Dean to
join in worship, which is open to the local community.
The weekend ends with a celebration diocesan Eucharist (Holy
Communion) service at Gloucester Cathedral at 3pm. Please do
come and join us for this joyful service of celebration and thank-
fulness.
Read more: gloucester.anglican.org/big-mission-weekend-
with-the-archbishop-of-canterbury
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Light up the world in prayer: Thy
Kingdom Come, 9–19 May
New resources and tools are available for
the Church of England’s annual 11-day
prayer initiative. How will you be joining in
this year?
Thy Kingdom Come is a global ecumenical
prayer movement that invites Christians

around the world to pray from Ascension to Pentecost for more
people to come to know Jesus. Every person, household and
church in the Diocese of Gloucester are encouraged to pray dur-
ing the 11 days in their own way.
Last year, Churches Together in Lydney invited people to drop-in
prayer sessions. Christ Church School in Cheltenham created a
dedicated prayer space for children during SATS week. St Cathe-
rine’s Gloucester led a prayer walk around the area, praying for
every street in the parish, St Michael and All Angels in Bishop’s
Cleeve put on a Prayer Breakfast, while Trinity Cheltenham pro-
vided resources on their social media channels to inspire people
to ‘Pray for 5’.
There are so many ways to take part. Download the Journal and
other resources to join in as a church, group or individually.
Visit: thykingdomcome.global/new-2024
We’d love to hear the ways are you praying for Thy Kingdom
Come this year. Share with us by emailing
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk

Get the latest news from the Diocese
Every Friday, get a WhatsApp message from the Diocese of
Gloucester with our top three inspiring stories, videos or events.
Visit: https://bit.ly/OneDioceseWhatsApp



19

Events and training
More details for all these events at gloucester.anglican.org/events 

Branch youth worship event
Forest of Dean Community Church, Cinderford
4 May, 7.15pm to 9pm
A monthly worship for secondary school-aged people.
gloucester.anglican.org/event/branch-youth-worship-event-may24

West End musicals by candlelight
Gloucester Cathedral
17 May, 7.30pm
An evening of musical theatre with live orchestra London Concertante
joined by some of West End’s greatest singers for a spectacular
musical concert.
gloucestercathedral.org.uk/whats-on/west-end-musicals-by-
candlelight-17-may-2024

FireWatch Pentecost youth event
St Mary deCrypt Church, Gloucester
18 May, 6pm to 7.30pm
An alternative youth worship night with candles and contemplative
prayer, aimed at those from more Anglo-Catholic traditions.
gloucester.anglican.org/event/firewatch-pentecost-youth-event

Wanted: people to do a short training to become Rural Domestic
Abuse Champions
Hairdressers, publicans, parish councillors and priests wanted to target
rural domestic abuse. The aim is to improve understanding of domestic
abuse and ensure participants are able to respond appropriately when vic-
tims confide in them. No previous knowledge needed. Contact Clare
Joynes on Clare.Joynes@greensquareaccord.co.uk for more information.

Have your say
Visit Facebook f/Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter @glosdioc, view vide-
os on YouTube Diocese of Gloucester or visit our website
Gloucester.anglican.org
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Our members arrived on a very windy afternoon but the Hall was cosy
and everyone received a warm welcome.
Several members sent apologies Janet George, Averil, Charlotte, Josie,
Rosemary, Val and Chris Langham because of holidays or sickness.
We missed them all but Cathy remembered them in the Prayers we sent
our love.
The afternoon was our Celebration of Easter with readings from Luke
about Mary’s discovery of the empty tomb and The Road to Emmaus
read by Gil and Cathy.
Our dear and faithful John Stanley accompanied us on the keyboard as
we sang three hymns Jesus Christ is Risen today, This Joyful
Eastertide and Tell out My Soul.  Thank you John.
We also listened to a CD of Emma Johnson playing The Victorian
Kitchen Garden Suite on clarinet (once I could get the CD player to
work!).
Included in the afternoon were readings and poems read by Chris N,
Anna, Lisa and Cathy lead the prayers.  Janet Holmes read the opening
sentences and the closing Easter Prayer.
It was lovely to be together and reflect quietly on the Easter Story.
Thank you all for a special time.
Tea was served, minutes of the April meeting read and signed, Coffee
Morning discussed, Raffle drawn and the meeting closed at 4.00 pm.

Next meeting 14th May 2024 - We look forward to our dear friend
Enid Lovell joining us.

Christ is Risen!  Hallelujah!

Mothers’ Union
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Why not try something different?
You are invited to

“Let’s
Worship”
5th Sunday Service

on 30th June
Come along to Shurdington Church of England
Primary School to share in worship together at

10am.
This service is suitable for all ages and all stages
of faith, whether you’ve never been to church, or
you’ve been attending for months or years! We
will have craft and colouring for those who
enjoy it. Refreshments will be served afterwards.
All are very welcome.
A service shared with school, chapel, all three Church of England
churches and other fellow Christians.
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What would life be?
Without a song or a dance, what are we?

On Saturday 23rd March friends and neighbours gathered together
at Witcombe Village Hall to enjoy a themed evening organised by
WSF. With its being the 50th anniversary of ABBA winning the
Eurovision Song Contest the choice of theme was easy and
resulted in a thoroughly enjoyable evening with great food
(including Swedish meatballs of course), an ABBA themed quiz,
entertainment from a team of dancers, Christine, Anne and Suzie
(with the chance to join in and learn a routine) and a sing-along
(or dance-along if you preferred!).
Not only was it a great opportunity to have fun but it also raised
over £800 for much needed church and community causes.

So I say thank you for the music
For giving it to me (or rather, us!)

SAVE the DATE
FORTHCOMING EVENTS at WITCOMBE

Saturday 15 June  Wheels-(+Teas)-on-the-Green

Sunday 7 July  Family Funday

Friday 18 October  The Witcombe Quiz

Saturday 23 November Bingo + Fish'nChips
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Daniel Newman
our curate-designate

You may already have heard that Greenway Benefice will
soon be welcoming a new curate (vicar in training) and his
family.
Daniel, his wife Tammy and their children Jocelyn and Ezra
will move into Shurdington, probably in June, ahead of
Daniel’s ordination as a deacon on Gloucester Cathedral on
the morning of Sunday 30th June 2024. Please pray for them
as they prepare to move into this new ministry.
Daniel will be working across the parishes, putting into
practice the skills and knowledge that he has gained at
theological college and from his previous work in retail
management.
He is expected to be with us for no less than three years and
no more than four, while he learns more about being an or-
dained minister in the Church of England. Thereafter, he is
likely to move on to be a vicar or priest in charge elsewhere.
Please look out for him and his family and give them a warm
welcome as they settle in here.
You may also know that we have been blessed with our erst-
while curate Reverend Rebecca Spear. Rebecca is now our
associate priest, and we are delighted that she continues to
minister with us now that her training is complete. We are
blessed with a great ministry team! The full list is on the in-
side cover of the magazine.
Susan, vicar.
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Coffee Morning
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Event Day & Time Details Contact
Bingo
@CC

Last Friday of
every month

£8 to play, profits go
to charity.

Just turn up

Books and
Banter
@BATT

Monthly, on
Fridays, 6pm

Reading group (10
meetings a year)

Susan Cooke
revsusancooke@gm
ail.com 01242
321806 or Wendy
Lovett

Busy Hands
@SC

2nd Weds of
each month,
10am 12noon

Monthly crafting
activity, open to all

Beth Jones
07411121806 or
Charlotte Rushworth
07956412579

Cards and
socialising
@BATT

After lunch till
3pm,
Weds - Fri

Come along for a
game of cards or a
board game

Just turn up!

Veteran’
Carers Café
@TBI

1st Weds of
each month
10am - 12noon

For veterans who
are carers & carers
for veterans. Cooked
breakfast, or coffee
and cake

Cathy on
07580100479 or
email
community.thebell@g
mail.com

Chair Based
Exercise
Class@CC

Every Thursday
11am

Free Tea, coffee and
snack. Suitable for
everyone

miles@pendulumfitne
ss.co.uk Or call Miles
on 07454116931

Clubbercise
Combat
@CC

Saturday 9am -
9:45

£6 per session, pay
on the door

Crafty
Afternoon
@BATT

1st Wednesday
of the month

Join in with a craft
project or bring your
own

Wendy Lovett or Beth
Jones

50+ Dance
Fitness Class
@CC

Thursdays,
10am 11am

First class free Prue Howlett
pruehowlett@gmail.c
om

Shurdington Community Wellbeing
Activities
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Venue key   CC = Community Centre
BATT = Beauty and the Teacup

TBI – The Bell Inn
 SPCH – St Paul’s Church Hall

SC = Shurdington Chapel

Friendship
Group Lunch
@BATT

Thursdays
12:30pm

All welcome, no
need to book.
Special offer meal,
pudding & hot drink
= £12.95

Wendy Lovett
w.lovett63@gmail.c
om  07786986002

Greenway
Community
Choir
@SPCH

Thursday
evenings, term
time only

All welcome, no
auditions, free of
charge

Susan Cooke

Greenway
Gifts @SPCH

Mondays 9 to
10am (except
Bank Holidays)

Village foodbank, no
referral necessary

Susan Cooke

Memory Café
@TBI

2nd & 4th Weds
of each month,
10:30 - 12

£2 per person, tea,
coffee & homemade
cake

Cathy

Open
Mondays
@CC

11am - 4pm
2nd & 4th Mon
of month

Refreshments,
games, relax, family
film from 2pm, free

Just turn up

Pilates
Classes
@CC

Every Tuesday
6:60 7:30pm

Suitable for all levels
and ages

Call Kate on
07974370572 or
email
kp@elkstonegrove.co.
uk

Prize Bingo
@BATT

First Fri of the
month, 7pm

Families welcome Wendy Lovett

Theatre trip
@BATT

Thursday
matinee, once
a month

Wendy Lovett

Whist Weds
@BATT

Every
Wednesday
7pm

Wendy Lovett
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Page

May 4th Coffee and Chat 15

May 6th Open Monday 13

May 9th Ascension Day 4

May 13th Open Monday 13

May 16th Gardening Society 12

May 22nd Julian Meeting 7

May 25th Open Monday 13

May 10th Book Club 14

All Mondays
(except Bank
Holidays)

Greenway Gifts 11

All Thursdays Community Choir

Benefice Diary
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South again

In March I returned to the
Antarctic on a trip organi
sed by the Friends of the
Scott Polar Research Institu
te. Although the Antarc
tic peninsular is now a trendy
up-market tourist area, with
weather much like it was in
Shurdington 12,000 years
ago, visiting since the
post-covid recovery has
been constrained by
limitations resulting
from the Avian Flu,
which is killing not only birds
such as Skuas but also the
sea lions.

This particular tour was
intended to have various
special activities, not least
visiting areas named for a
parent or grandparent of some passengers and even a Bay
named for one of the passengers. It’s a rare treat to visit a
place with the person from whom it got its name. (Antarctic)
Place names are allocated for navigation, science, safety, or
protection. (In biology there is a move to remove names of
individuals from birds and animals.)

People’s names have long been derived from places, some-
times to comic effect in the house of Lords, and it’s polite to
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get them right, but names remain far more significant in oth-
er cultures.
Indeed the church now often sounds evasive, ‘praise the
name of the Lord’ instead of praising the Lord, or off-putting
first priority: ‘hallowed be thy name’.

There was small Ukrainian chapel at the Vernadsky base,
previously Faraday (or Base F), which was sold to Ukraine
for a pound by the UK after the Russians had grabbed all
the ex-Soviet facilities. St. Volodymyr’s chapel was built in
2011, and now has a yellow door and a blue wall. The first
priority on taking over a British base was to add a sauna.
The bar, wiring and humour has been retained. The base is
where the ozone hole was first detected. Nearby, our Zodiac
was checked out by a curious Minke whale and we check
out a sleeping humpback whale.

The low cloud base for most of the trip meant that we did not
see what are now called the Una Peaks, but being with a
group with diverse but overlapping interests there were plen-
ty of lectures on how some animals sleep while diving, or the
finding of the Endurance wreck as well as the geology of the
area and the complexities of ice in an area with significant
warming. (It was not freezing at any time when I was there.)
If all the ice melts, the coast would run along. Shurdington
Road.

Mark  (The second name of yet another St John. See Acts
15:37)
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May Feast days
9 May Thursday Ascension Day
19 May Sunday Pentecost
26 May Sunday Trinity Sunday

May
  1   Philip and James, Apostles
  2   Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, Teacher of the Faith, 373
  4   English Saints and Martyrs of the Reformation Era
  8   Julian of Norwich, Spiritual Writer, c.1417
12   Gregory Dix, Priest, Monk, Scholar, 1952
14   Matthias the Apostle
16   Caroline Chisholm, Social Reformer, 1877
19   Dunstan, Archbishop of Canterbury, Restorer of Monastic
Life, 988
20   Alcuin of York, Deacon, Abbot of Tours, 804
21   Helena, Protector of the Holy Places, 330
24   John and Charles Wesley, Evangelists, Hymn Writers, 1791 and 1788
25   The Venerable Bede, Monk at Jarrow, Scholar, Historian, 735
25   Aldhelm, Bishop of Sherborne, 709
26   Augustine, first Archbishop of Canterbury, 605
26   John Calvin, Reformer, 1564
26   Philip Neri, Founder of the Oratorians, Spiritual Guide,
1595
28   Lanfranc, Prior of Le Bec, Archbishop of Canterbury,
Scholar, 1089
30   Josephine Butler, Social Reformer, 1906
30   Joan of Arc, Visionary, 1431
30   Apolo Kivebulaya, Priest, Evangelist in Central Africa,
1933
31   The Visit of the Blessed Virgin Mary to Elizabeth



Michael Hannis
Tree work
Firewood

Stump grinding
Forestry

Tel: 07555 373817
Mail: michaelhannis@hotmail.com

Your care matters
with Badgeworth Court

Our home is a place where people
matter, where care is uncompromising,
and where every individual is valued as

a true one-off.
These are the things that mean the

most. And because they matter
to you, they matter to us.

Our home has been beautifully
refurbished. Call to arrange a visit:

01452 401 172

barchester.com/Badgeworth1
Badgeworth Lane, Cheltenham,

GL51 4UL



George Yearp
Ground and Gardening
Services 07908 131194

Lawns Hedges
Garden Maintenance

Tree Pruning Landscaping &
Groundwork

Email

www.joycebrookslingerie.com



Helping Hands Catering – for all your catering needs
Specialists in Funeral catering - Buffet tailored to suit all

occasions and dietary requirements.
Homemade food – We can provide a full waitress service, hire

of crockery, cutlery and table linen. Flowers for the tables.
Catering either at your own home or chosen venue – Delivery

only available
Julie Miller 01242 701127 or 07909 917805
Julie Howse 01242 861301 or 07971 246431

J.P. Townsend Son
Est.1 963

We purchase Furniture, Books, Bric-a-Brac

Tools, Gardenalia, Old Motorbikes, Mopeds  Bicycles
A complete bereavement house clearance service

Ullenwood Park Farm, Ullenwood
01242 870169/870223 – 07768 086844

N.T. Boothroyd
Plumbing and Heating Engineer

All Plumbing & Heating Work Undertaken
Gas Safe Registered  &Over 25 Years of Experience

√ Boiler & Fire Servicing
√ Landlord Certificates & Safety Checks
√ System Cleaning By Power Flushing
√ Complete Central Heating Systems
√ Radiators & Thermostatic Valves
√ Tap Washers & Ball Valves
√ Taps, Toilets, Baths, Basins & Sinks
√ Shower Installations
√ Leaks, Burst Pipes & Pipe Lagging

No Job too small please give me a call!
Tel: 01242 250497 Tel: 01452 552192 Mobile: 07816 103709



 Computer Playing up?
•Virus, Spyware, Malware removal
•Slow Computer
•Printer setup or fault
•Internet or wi-fi problem
•Secure Computer Disposal, Hard Disks

erased
•Software fault diagnosis
•Computer Tuition
•Computer Health Check
•Half day rates available

Call Churchdown
Computers

Telephone: Mark on 01452 534668
email: mark@churchdowncomputers.co.uk

mobile: Mark on 07557 483438
web: www.churchdowncomputers.co.uk



Shurdington Road
Shurdington

GL51 4XJ
(behind the green fence)

Cars, Vans and Motorhomes Serviced
Free local collection and delivery.
Courtesy car or van available
MOTs, exhausts, tyres and batteries.
Van and car sales.

01242 862860
www.coswold-vancentre



APP
General Building Solutions

Witcombe Mobile : 07762007815
Tel: 01452 552144

Discount for O.A.P. s
www.appgeneralbuilding.co.uk

Email: aliperry@blueyonder.co.uk

Kitchens
Bathrooms
Chimneys
Fireplaces

Ali Perry
of

Witcombe

All jobs  considered
References

available
Professional work



Over 300 Chandeliers- Always in stock

Italian • French • Dutch • English

54 Suffolf Road, Cheltenham, GL50 2AQ

Tel 01242 529812



MARK HAZELL
INTERIOR DECORATION

AND DESIGN
 ▪ Property maintenance
 ▪ Over 25 years experience
 ▪ Member of the Painting and  Decorating Association
 ▪ Fully insured
 ▪ Specialist in period property, churches, offices, pubs, hotels,

Shops,Country Houses.
Go to www.markhazell.co.uk

Email Mark on mark@markhazell.co.uk
Tel: 01452 864634 Mobile: 07976 253827

CARPET AND UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

CHARLTON KINGS CARPET CARE
EST 1 987

FULLY INSURED.NCCA REGISTERED
FREE ESTIMATES

TRUCK MOUNTED SYSTEM PROVIDES DEEP
CLEANING FAST DRYING WITHOUT

BRINGING
MACHINERY INTO THE PREMISES

E-MAIL chrisckcc@icloud.com
01242 863569
07894 345262

Contact Chris Green
www.charltonkingscarpetcare.co.uk



SHURDINGTON
NEWS

Tel: 01242 862927
Your Friendly Convenient Store

Off licence, Newspapers, Lottery.
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables,
Household Goods & DIY

and a wide range of goods at competitive prices
Monday to Saturday 6:30am to 7pm

Sunday 7am to 6pm
2, The Yarnolds, Shurdington. GL51 4SH

SHURDINGTON GARAGE
SHURDINGTON

CHELTENHAM GL5I 4XJ
For

M.O.T.s
MO.T. Repairs

Mechanical Repairs
Servicing, Welding, Tyres
Exhausts and Batteries

Tel: 01242 862339
Open 6 days a week
Competitive Prices



our local, reliable handyman!
Bill Townsend
WRT Services

Gardening and Household Maintenence
No Job too small!!!

Call or e-mail now for a free no obligation quotation.
Facebook WRT Services

WRTownsendservices@gmail.com Tel: 07907026004

MAINE PLUMBING AND
TILING

All Domestic Plumbing and Tiling catered for
Including Bathroom & Shower Installations,
Radiators, Taps, Leaks etc.,
Home & Garden Maintenance
Quality, Reliability and a Tidy Job Assured
Competitive Prices with a Friendly Service
Call Maine for Free Advice
And a no obligation quotation on
01242 521368
24hr Emergency
Mobile 07729 732756



Cafe ●Hair●Beauty

Beauty and the
Tea-cup

Beauty, Hair and Tea Rooms all under one roof.
Take away, telephone orders, friendly & fun.

4 Yarnolds, Shurdington
07786 986002

Beautyandtheteacup.co.uk

Beauty& 
TheTeacup

Mowing the lawn getting difficult?
Give me a call on 01452 855660

or text me on 07541 573167.
Mowing, strimming, overgrowth cut back, fallen leaves cleared –

those jobs you hate doing.
Rob Poole, 11 Stansby Crescent, Churchdown.



Mobile Hair Stylist
Julie Parker
Telephone:

01452 863506 or
07725 556782

Problem with Moles
Traditional mole control. No gas, chemicals or poisons used.
Fully insured, Member of the Guild of British Molecatchers

and British Traditional Molecatchers Register.
NO MOLE - NO FEE

Contact Graham
on 01452 615280 or 07950 962035
www.brockworthmolecontrol.co.uk

JOHN HARTLAND
FIREWOOD LOGS & KINDLING

Delivered-small and large loads
07811 340975 01684 275859

www.glosfirewood.co.uk
Mobile firewood processing unit,

log splitting service,
tractor hedge trimming and bailing

We offer weekly, fortnightly and spring cleaning
also tenancy andmoving house.

£15 per hour. All cleaning supplies provided.
Ironing and laundry £1.25 per item bedding priced separately. Washing

and drying £7 per load.
Hangers and cover provided and recycled.

Please contact Gayle on 07921 910986 / 01242 863906

GEC Cleaning Solutions Ltd



Shire Cars Ltd
www.shirecars.com

01242 861111
MOT & All make servicing centre
WE OFFER: FREE COLLECTION OF
YOUR CAR
Diagnostics from £20:00
Car Servicing from £99:00
All mechanical work
Brakes |Exhaust |A/C Regas
Welding | Batteries |Cambelts
Main Road Shurdington GL51 4XF
Opposite The Bell


